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PSCO 2022 PHASE I & II GAS RATE CASE 

Introduction of Company Witnesses 

Witness Testimony Topics 

Steven P. Berman • Provides an overview of the Company’s Phase I rate request 
in this proceeding;  

• Supports the selection of the Company’s proposed 2022 
Current Test Year (“CTY”); 

• Provides policy support for the development and 
implementation of the 2023-2024 Capital Step increases; 

• Explains the customer protections Public Service proposes 
along with its proposed CTY and Capital Step increases, 
including a rate case stay-out and one-way capital true-up 
mechanism for the 2022 CTY;  

• Demonstrates the Company’s compliance with other recent 
Commission decisions relevant to this case; and  

• States the Company’s Phase I recommendations in this 
proceeding. 

Deborah A. Blair • Provides the calculations for the Company’s 2023 and 2024 
proposed capital steps; and 

• Provides supporting analysis as to the reasonableness of the 
estimated plant-related costs used to develop the step 
increases.  

•  

Luke A. Litteken • Provides an overview of the Company’s natural gas business 
and Gas Department; 

• Discusses the Company’s operational perspective on the 
need for and benefits of a safe, reliable, and resilient natural 
gas system; and 

• Introduces the other Gas witnesses. 

Jeff R. Lyng • Details the Company’s Net-Zero Vision for Natural Gas; 

• Illustrates how the Company’s Net-Zero Vision and the State 
of Colorado’s Clean Heat Plans complement each other; and 

• Discusses the Company’s ongoing work to reduce GHG 
emissions from the natural gas supply chain. 

Joni H. Zich • Supports the Company’s Gas capital investments for the CTY, 
including in investments in the safety and reliability of the 
natural gas system, connecting new customers, and 
mandated relocations of Public Service infrastructure; and  

• Illustrates the need for certain Gas Transportation and Gas 
Quality tariff changes. 
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Witness Testimony Topics 

Lauren Gilliland • Supports the Company’s Gas O&M expense for the CTY, 
including known and measurable adjustments for Integrity 
Management expense; 

• Sponsors the Company’s requests to continue the Damage 
Prevention deferral; and 

• Supports the Company’s proposal to extend the Gas Quality 
Service Plan. 

Susan L. Bailey • Supports proposed changes and clarifications to the tariffs 
addressing Gas Transportation and Sales Service Terms and 
Conditions to align with system and operational requirements; 

• Supports changes and clarifications to the Gas transportation 
and interruptible industrial gas sales rate schedules; 

• Proposes revisions to unauthorized overrun penalties and 
charges, and to wind down the Backup Sales Service option; 
and 

• Proposes other changes to the Gas operational tariffs of a 
housekeeping nature. 

Paul A. Johnson • Discusses financial integrity, its importance to public utilities 
and its stakeholders, and the benefits of accessing capital 
markets to provide capital for utility expenditures; 

• Discusses the credit rating agencies’ evaluation criteria; 

• Provides a current assessment of Public Service’s financial 
integrity; 

• Presents and supports the use of actual capital structure for 
calendar year 2022; 

• Presents and supports the Company’s actual 13-month 
average cost of long-term debt in 2022; 

• Presents and supports the Company’s actual 13-month 
average cost of short-term debt in 2022; and 

• Presents and supports the recommended WACC. 

Ann E. Bulkley • Provides a recommendation for and supports the Company’s 
requested ROE; and 

• Provides an assessment of the reasonableness of the 
proposed capital structure to be used for ratemaking 
purposes. 

Jannell E. Marks • Supports the Company’s customer count and throughput 
forecast for the 2022 CTY;  

• Supports weather normalization of the Company’s HTY sales 
and billing demand; and 

• Discusses historical customer and throughput growth trends 
and the factors driving that growth. 
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Witness Testimony Topics 

Adam R. 
Dietenberger 

• Supports the Company’s overall capital and O&M budget 
processes;  

• Supports the Shared Corporate Services, other than Business 
Systems, plant-in-service additions; and  

• Supports Shared Corporate Services, other than Business 
Systems, O&M expenses included in the cost of service. 

Michael O. 
Remington 

• Supports Business Systems plant-in-service additions; and 

• Supports Business Systems O&M expenses included in the 
cost of service. 

Michael T. Knoll • Explains that the purpose of the Company’s Total Rewards 
Program is to attract, retain, and motivate employees by 
offering competitive compensation packages; 

• Describes and supports the base pay element of the overall 
compensation package; 

• Describes and supports the incentive compensation elements 
of the overall compensation package; and 

• Describes the initiatives taken by Public Service to control 
compensation and benefit costs. 

Richard R. 
Schrubbe 

• Presents and supports the Company’s request to recover its 
reasonable and necessary pension and benefit expenses; and 

• Describes the Company’s prepaid pension asset and its 
prepaid retiree medical asset and explains why those assets 
should be included in rate base and should earn a return at 
the Company’s WACC. 

Naomi Koch • Addresses and recommends that the Commission calculate 
income tax expense as though Public Service had depreciated 
its assets on a straight-line book basis; and 

• Supports the level of property tax expense included in the 
2022 CTY and continuation of the property tax deferral. 

Ross L. 
Baumgarten 

• Sponsors the Company’s cost allocation methods, Cost 
Assignment and Allocation Manual, and the Company’s Fully 
Distributed Cost Study. 

Laurie J. Wold • Sponsors the plant-in-service and other plant-related balances 
in the CTY; and 

• Supports the level of requested depreciation and amortization 
expenses. 
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Witness Testimony Topics 

Marci A. McKoane • Supports the Company’s request to continue or initiate certain 
trackers and deferrals; 

• Supports the Company’s request to recover and amortize 
additional Manufactured Gas Plant deferred under prior 
Commission order; 

• Supports the Company’s request to recover rate case 
expenses for this proceeding; and 

• Provides a complete copy of the Company’s clean and 
redlined tariff revisions, supporting certain miscellaneous tariff 
revisions. 

Arthur P. Freitas • Presents the Company’s cost of service study and explains 
the rationales for many of the adjustments included in the cost 
of service study; 

• Presents an informational historical test year for comparison 
purposes; and 

• Supports the amount related to completed projects being 
moved from the PSIA to the 2022 CTY rate base at the 
conclusion of this rate case. 

Andrew R. 
Hawkins 

• Discusses the Company’s Gas Affordability Program and 
describes the Company’s coordination with other entities to 
provide customers with assistance on their utility bills. 

N. Mason Harrison • Provides an overview of the Company’s Class Cost of Service 
Study (“CCOSS”) and presents the results of the CCOSS.  

• Provides the Company’s proposed rates, bill impacts and 
revenue proof. 

• Supports the revisions to the Schedule of Charges for 
Rendering Service. 
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Witness Testimony Topics 

Steven W. Wishart • Provides an overview of the Company’s Phase II rate requests 
in this proceeding; 

• Presents the Company’s cost allocation and rate design 
principles and the Company’s CCOSS and rate design 
recommendations; 

• Supports the requested Gas Revenue Decoupling Adjustment 
mechanism; 

• Provides an update on the Stakeholder Evaluation Process 
from the Company’s 2018 Gas Phase II rate case (Proceeding 
No. 19AL-0309G); 

• Addresses the Commission’s request for a 15-year revenue 
and rate projection and evaluation of the Company’s line 
extension policy;  

• Supports proposed revisions to the Company’s Gas Cost 
Adjustment and clarification to the Distribution Extension 
Policy; and 

• States the Company’s Phase II recommendations in this 
proceeding. 

 


